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Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1901. 


Beeston,  Notts., 

February  1st,  1902: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  vital  Statistics  and  record  of  sanitary  work  done  in 
your  district  during  the  year  1901. 

Before  doing  so,  however,  I would  like  to  say  that  the  remark- 
able strides  made  in  Sanitary  science  and  the  improvement  brought 
about  in  the  lives  of  the  working  population  bv  means  of  education 
and  better  sanitary  surroundings  during  the  reign  of  our  late  Queen, 
are  not'  likely  to  be  checked  through  her  lamented  death.  The  King, 
while  still  Prince  of  Wales,  showed  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  humblest  of  his  subjects  by  his  unremitting  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Hospitals,  and  I am  glad  to  see  that,  now  he  has 
attained  to  more  exalted  rank,  this  interest  is  in  no  wise  diminished, 
as  evidenced  by  the  efforts  he  has  recently  made  to  further  the  open 
air  treatment  of  consumption. 

The  year  under  consideration  (1901)  was  ushered  in  by  an 
almost  record  flood,  which,  though  happily  unattended  by  loss  of 
life  so  far  as  this  distinct  was  concerned,  led  to  much  discomfort  to 
residents  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  and  which  must  have 
conduced  to  much  ill  health  through  the  damp  houses  left  in  its 
train. 

Meteorological  Conditions  — Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of 
G.  Fellows,  Esq.,  of  Beeston  Fields,  I am  again  able  to  give  a 
summary  of  the  weather  during  the  year  1901,  a table  of  which  I 
append  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  From  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rainfall  for  the  year  is  again  deficient,  being  nearly  14  inches  below 
the  average.  July  was  again  an  exceptionally  hot  month,  being 
4.3  degrees  above  the  average.  So  far  as  I can  judge,  the  meteor- 
ological conditions  have  had  little  or  no  effect  upon  the  general 
health  of  the  community  except  in  so  far  as  the  flood  above- 
mentioned  was  concerned. 
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Population.  At  last  we  have  definite  data  to  '™rkT™' 
sequent  upon  the  taking  ot  the  Census  on  Apn  1st  ast  Xhe^  ^ 
of  the  enumeration  came  as  a shock  to  me,  an  , , ',11, 

other  officials  of  your  Council,  and  proves  once 

of  a quinquennial  census  being  taken.  Ftom  Y o 

birth-rate  and  low  death-rate,  it  was  thought  we  should  be  well 
within  the  mark  in  reckoning  five  inmates  per  house,  lresults  prote 
however,  that  slightly  under  4J  were  occupying  each  house  on  the 
night  of  March  31st  last  That  tins  was  much  below  t.ie  ave  a e 
of  previous  years  I am  firmly  convinced,  and  must  be  ascubed  to 
effects  of  bad  trade  in  the  lace  and  cycle  industries  of  the  disaict. 

Note. — It  was  an  odd  coincidence  that  on  the  night  the  Census 
was  taken  there  were  no  less  than  49  families  away  from  Beeston, 
which  helped  to  materially  reduce  our  returns. 

On  the  night  of  March  3ist,  1901,  1978  houses  were  occupied, 
and  155  unoccupied. 

The  population  now  is  8,950,  and  it  is  upon  this  figure  I base 
my  vital  statistics.  Of  this  number  4,251  were  males,  and  4,bJJ 
females. 

During  the  year  there  have  been — 
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and  of  the 

deaths  65  were  males  and  53  females. 

Out  of  the  118  deaths,  4 necessitated  an  inquest  being  held  > 
and  4 were  certified  by  the  Coroner  as  having  been  due  to  natunv 
causes. 
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Of  the  total  deaths — 


23  occurred  during  the  1st  quarter 
22  ,,  „ ,,  2nd 

48  ,,  ,,  ,,  3rd  ,, 

25  ,,  ,,  4th  ,, 


It  will  be  noticed  the  3rd  quarter  was  exceptionally  heavy,  no 
less  than  25  deaths  having  taken  place  in  August  alone,  the  largest 
number  in  one  month  that  has  occurred  since  I have  been  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  heavy  mortality  was  attributable 
in  no  small  measure  to  the  severe  epidemic  of  measles  that  prevailed 
during  the  summer  months — reference  to  which  will  be  made  later 
on. 


The  deaths  are 

classed  under  the  follow 

ing  heads 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Small -pox  ... 

0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 

Measles 

16  . 

..  0 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 4 . 

..  0 . 

..  8 . 

..  0 .. 

. 9 ., 

..  0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 . 

..  3 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  1 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 ., 

..  0 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  1 . 

..  1 .. 

. 1 ., 

..  1 

Croup 

0 . 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  3 . 

..  1 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 

Tvphus  Fever 

0 .. 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 

Typhoid  Fever  1 . 

..  1 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 .. 

..  1 . 

..  0 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 

Continued  Fever  0 .. 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 .. 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 1 .. 

,.  1 

Puerperal  Fever  1 ., 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 ., 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 2 .. 

. 0 

Erysipelas 

0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

..  0 .. 

..  0 ., 

..  0 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 

Whooping  ) 
Cough  t 

5 .. 

..  0 .. 

. 3 .. 

. 1 .. 

..  1 .. 

..  0 ., 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

,.  7 

Diarrhoea  and 

I 9- 

..  6 .. 

. 8 .. 

. 16  ., 

..  10  . 

..  2 ., 

..  14  .. 

. 4 .. 

. 10 

Dysenterv 

Ilheumatic  Fever  0 .. 

,.  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

,.  1 .. 

..  1 .. 

..  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis, 

. 6 .. 
) 

. 8 .. 

. 10  .. 

. 8 .. 

..  12  .. 

,.  8 .. 

..  12  .. 

. 14  .. 

. 11 

Pleurisy  and 

14.. 

. 35  .. 

. 36  .. 

. 17  .. 

. 14  .. 

..  13  .. 

..  18  .. 

. 13  .. 

. 16 

Pneumonia 
Heart  Disease 

) 

5 .. 

,.  4 .. 

. 8 .. 

. 10  .. 

. 8 .. 

..  10  .. 

..  8 .. 

. 12  .. 

. 13 

Cancer 

5 

. 2 .. 

. 2 .. 

. 7 ., 

..  3 . 

..  7 . 

..  not  recorded. 

Injuries 

4 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 5 ... 

. 2 .. 

. 3 . 

. 2 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

All  other  causes  61  . . 

. 39  .. 

. 59  .. 

. 54  .. 

. 56  .. 

. 56  .. 

. 58  .. 

. 42  .. 

. 49 

118 

99 

133 

119 

108 

113 

113 

100 

108 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  has  been  considerably  increased  this 
year  by  the  16  deaths  from  measles,  in  addition  to  1 from  diphtheria, 
1 from  typhoid  fever,  1 from  puerperal  fever,  5 from  whooping 
cough,  and  9 from  diarrhoea.  These  33  deaths  give  a zymotic  death- 
rate  of  3.6  per  1000  per  annum,  which  is  the  largest  since  my  tenure 
of  office  commenced.  The  record  for  other  years  is  as  follows  : — 
0 98  for  1900;  1.3  for  1899;  2.1  for  1898 ;' 1.1  for  1897  ; 1.4  for 

1896  ; 1.4  for  1895  ; and  2 for  1894. 
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The  deaths  may  be  tabulated  as  follows  : — 


1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Under  1 year 

38. 

23. 

34. 

48. 

36. 

31. 

41. 

20. 

39. 

1 year  it  under  5 

19. 

14. 

22. 

9. 

16. 

12. 

14. 

17. 

11. 

5 ,.  ,,  15 

6. 

5. 

3. 

3. 

1. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

4. 

J 5 , , , 25 

2. 

10. 

7. 

4. 

1. 

8. 

5. 

2. 

5. 

32. 

19. 

36. 

31. 

31. 

27. 

30. 

33. 

25. 

65  and  upwards 

21. 

28. 

31. 

24. 

23. 

30. 

17. 

21. 

24. 

118 

99 

133 

119 

108 

113 

113 

100 

108 

Of  the  21  deaths  occuring  in  persons  over  65  3^ears  of  age,  3 were 
between  65  and  70  ; 10  between  70  and  80 ; and  8 between  80  and 


90. 


It  Is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mortality  in  children  under  1 year, 
which  had  been  gradually  diminishing  during  the  two  previous  years, 
has  again  increased,  though  we  have  not  reached  the  high  water 
mark  of  1898,  when  it  was  48.  In  the  year  under  review,  (1901)  the 
infant  mortality  per  1000  births  registered,  is  136.9,  that  is  to  say, 
that  if  1000  births  had  taken  place  during  the  year,  in  Beeston,  136 
would  have  died  during  the  first  year  of  their  existence. 
This  does  not  compare  favourably  with  1900,  when  it  was  94.6,  or 
with  1899,  when  it  was  132.8,  but  is  better  than  in  1898,  when  it 
was  171.4. 


of  death  in  infants  under 


Premature  birth 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
Debility  from  birth  ... 
Convulsions  ... 
Constitutional  Syphilis 
General  Tuberculosis 
Diarrhoea 
Pickets 

Tubercular  Meningitis 
Measles 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Natural  Causes 

(Coroner’s  enquiry) 
Whooping  Cough 
Other  causes 


with  the 
3ar  of  age 

six  previous  years, 
are  as  follows  : — 

the  causes 

01 

1900 

1 899 

898  1 

897 

1896 

1 895 

4 . 

..  2 . 

. 4 ... 

8 ... 

8 .. 

. 5 

..  10 

8 . 

..  10  . 

. 9 ... 

6 ... 

3 .. 

. 4 

..  4 

8 . 

..  4 . 

. 4 ... 

4 ... 

5 .. 

. 5 

..  3 

3 . 

..  1 . 

. 3 ... 

o 

O ... 

7 .. 

. 6 

..  6 

0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

1 .. 

. 0 

..  1 

0 . 

..  0 . 

. 2 ... 

2 ... 

0 .. 

. 1 

..  2 

5 . 

..  4 . 

. 6 ... 

14  ... 

10  .. 

. 1 

..  1 1 

0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 .. 

. 1 

..  1 

2 . 

..  2 . 

. 1 ... 

2 ... 

2 . 

. 1 

..  1 

3 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 ... 

3 ... 

0 .. 

. 3 

..  0 

0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 .. 

. 1 

..  0 

2 . 

..  0 . 

. 2 ... 

2 ... 

0 .. 

. 0 

..  0 

3 . 
0 . 

..  0 . 

. 3 ... 

1 ... 

0 .. 

. 0 

..  0 

..  0 

. 0 ... 

3 ... 

0 .. 

. 3 

..  2 

18 

23 

34 

48 

36 

31 

41 

During  the  year  1901  I am  glad  to  find  we  have  reverted  to  our 
normal  condition  as  regards  the  number  of  Infectious  diseases, 
which  have  been  notified  by  mv  brother  practitioners.  This,  while 
consoling  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  would  hardly  be  so 
satisfactory  had  measles  been  on  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  medical  men,  should  be  the  case. 

Only  21  cases  have  been  reported  during  1901,  viz  : — 


1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Small  Pox 

0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 

Scarlet  Fever 

10  . 

. 79  . 

..  95 

. 1 . 

2 

..  9 . 

..  17  . 

..  3 . 

..  3 

Diphtheria 

4 . 

..  1 . 

..  2 . 

. 5 . 

..  6 

..  6 . 

..  4 . 

. 10  . 

..  15 

Croup 

0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

. 1 . 

..  4 . 

..  2 . 

..  1 . 

..  1 

Typhoid  Fever 

6 . 

. 10  . 

..  6 . 

. 2 . 

. 5 . 

..  2 . 

..  7 . 

..  9 . 

..  1 

Erysipelas... 

0 . 

..  1 . 

..  10  . 

. 4 . 

. 6 . 

..  3 . 

..  4 . 

..  2 . 

..  11 

Continued  Fever  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  1 . 

..  0 

Puerperal  Fever  1 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 .. 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 . 

..  4 . 

..  0 

21 

91 

113 

12 

20 

24 

34 

30 

31 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  was  so 
severely  felt  in  Beeston  during  1899  and  1900,  has  gradually 
diminished,  only  10  cases  having  been  notified  during  the  year — 
three  of  which  occurred  in  one  house.  They  were  all  of  a mild  type 
and  made  excellent  recoveries.  In  all  cases  yoitr  Council  have 
disinfected  the  houses  with  compressed  sulphurous  acid  gas,  but  in 
the  absence  of  a disinfecting  chamber,  we  have  still  a difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  bedding  and  woollen  articles  of  clothing.  No  case  was 
sent  away  to  the  Basford  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  the  only 
provision  we  have  at  present  for  carrying  out  strict  isolation. 

Small  Pox. — For  the  ninth  year  in  succession  this  disease  has 
been  entirely  absent,  which  speaks  well  for  the  efficiency  with  which 
the  vaccination  laws  are  carried  out  in  the  district.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  serious  epidemic  which  is  now  taking  place  in  London, 
and  the  certainty  that  it  will  spread  to  the  provinces,  we  ought  to 
be  on  our  guard,  and  I feel  it  my  bounden  duty  to  warn  my  Council 
of  this  danger.  While  far  from  wishing  to  appear  an  alarmist,  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  some  plan  arranged  beforehand  to  cope  with 
a case,  should  one  arise  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  not  wait  until 
the  danger  is  here,  and  then  lose  valuable  time  in  deciding  what  to 
do.  If  the  Council  can  not  see  its  way  to  building  a small  perma- 
nent hospital  of  its  own,  it  might  either  purchase  a temporary  or 
movable  structure,  or  rent  a cottage  in  an  isolated  position  until  the 
fear  is  over. 

In  view  of  the  close  similarity  which  cases  of  chicken-pox  bear 
to  small-pox,  I thought  it  desirable  at  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Council  to  urge  you  for  the  next  twelve  months  to  place  chicken-pox 
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on  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  publish 
in  the  local  Press  and  by  handbills  the  fact  that  one  shilling  would 
be  paid  to  any  parent  notifying  me  that  such  a case  existed  in  his 
or  her  house.  This  has  been  done,  but  up  to  the  present  (February 
1st,)  only  three  cases  have  been  notified  by  medical  men,  and  none 
by  private  individuals. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  I would  like  to  urge  all  persons  of 
adult  age  who  have  not  been  vaccinated  since  childhood  to  undergo 
that  operation,  and  more  particularly  so  those  whose  business 
necessitates  journeys  to  London.  That  revaccination  does  confer 
greater  safety  to  the  individual,  in  my  opinion,  admits  of  no  doubt, 
and  the  discomfort  attending  the  trivial  operation  must  be  amply 
compensated  by  the  peace  of  mind  engendered  by  the  process. 

I think  we  might  also  cordially  endorse  the  resolution  made  by 
the  Beckenham  District  Council  to  memorialize  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  rescind  the  conscientious  clause  in  the  Vaccination 
Act  of  1898.  Seeing  that  every  possible  objection  was  removed  in 
the  same  Act  by  the  compulsory  use  of  calf-lymph  in  place  of  arm 
to  arm  vaccination,  and  allowing  children  to  be  vaccinated  in  their 
homes,  it  seems  to  me  a retrograde  step,  and  one  likely  to  imperil 
the  safety  of  the  community  at  large,  for  the  sake  of  a few  who, 
under  the  previous  existing  conditions,  might  reasonably  have  had 
conscientious  scruples  to  vaccination. 

DiphthekA. — Four  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which,  one  died.  In  one  case  I failed  to  trace 
any  cause  for  the  disease,  the  patient’s  surroundings  being  in  a 
pet  fectly  sanitary  condition.  The  other  three  cases  were  related  to 
one  another  (two  brothers  and  a cousin),  the  first  contracting  the 
malady  when  on  a visit  to  Corby  Lane,  near  Eastwood.  The  disease 
was  well  marked  on  his  arrival  home,  but  before  he  could  be  isolated 
lie  must  have  infected  his  brother.  The  cousin  developed  the 

disease  a fortnight  later,  but  how  the  infection  was  carried  I could 
not  trace. 


_ Typhoid  I ever.— Six  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred 
< uting  ie  year,  leading  to  one  death.  In  four  instances  the 
patients,  though  living  in  Beeston,  were  working  in  towns  at  a 
r is  ance,  an  returned  home  ill.  In  the  other  two  cases  sanitary 
( e ec  s were  isco\ei ed,  in  the  shape  of  untrapped  drains,  which 
have  since  been  attended  to. 

?f  t'leiInf?Cti0US  (]'seases  which  are  not  notifiable  we  have, 

and  whooifincr  *aacl  a',nPle  evidences  during  the  year,  both  measles 
and  whooping-cough  having  been  extremely  prevalent. 

Measles.— This  disease  became  so  alarmingly  rife  during 

deSle  lo'sen  ftl  C°fUf1ultatior;  with  colleagues,  I thought  it 
desnable  to  send  the  following  letter  to  the  School  Board  :— 
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August  14th,  1901. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  I think  it  my 
duty  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a very  extensive 
epidemic  of  measles  prevails  at  the  present  time  in  Beeston,  chiefly 
affecting  young  children  of  school  age.  Though  not  in  itself  a grave 
disease,  it  has  already  led  to  many  deaths  from  its  complications, 
and  is  becoming  so  serious  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  close  the  schools  under  your  control  for  a further  period 
of  three  weeks  from  the  end  of  the  present  holidays.  That  this 
would  lead  to  a diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  I am  firmly 
convinced,  because  it  is  a recognised  fact  that  measles  above  ail 
other  infectious  diseases  is  more  rapidly  spread  and  more  difficult 
to  eradicate  according  to  the  number  of  children  segregated 
together.  I may  add  that  the  desirability  of  taking  this  step  is  also 
endorsed  by  my  colleague,  Dr.  Smith. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  ROTHERA. 

This  request  was  at  once  complied  with,  and  with  the  happiest 
results. 

The  following  communication  which  I sent  at  the  request  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  summarises  my  views  of  the  matter  : — 


BEESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

[Reply  to  142058]. 

Beeston, 

November  30th,  1901. 

Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
as  notified  in  your  communication  of  November  19th,  I l-eg  to  lav 
the  following  facts  regarding  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  prevailed 
in  the  Beeston  Urban  District  during  the  quarter  ending  September 
30th,  1901,  and  which,  I regret  to  say,  led  directly  and  indirectly  to 
1G  deaths. 

Since  February  of  the  present  year  (1901)  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  County  of  Nottinghamshire  (Dr.  Handford)  had 
drawn  attention  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  in  different  parts  of  the 
County  in  each  of  his  monthly  reports,  summarizing  the  returns  of 
the  different  Medical  Officers  in  the  County. 

From  the  fact  that  notification  of  measles  is  not  compulsory  in 
Beeston  it  is  difficult  to  give  the  exact  date  when  the  disease  began 
in  the  locality,  but,  so  far  as  I can  judge  as  a general  practitioner, 
I should  say  it  did  not  assume  epidemic  character  until  the  begin- 
ing  of  July,  and  that  it  did  not  become  alarming  until  the  end  of 
that  month. 
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I find  on  referring  to  the  monthly  returns  of  deaths  notified  to 
the  Registrar  that  measles  was  responsible  indirectly  for  : — 

3 deaths  in  July 

9 „ ,,  August 

4 ,,  ,,  September. 

In  10  of  these  cases  the  disease  was  complicated  by  Broncho- 
pneumonia, in  1 by  acute-Laryngitis,  in  4 by  gastro-enteric  diarrhoea 
(which  was  also  epidemic  at  the  time),  and  in  1 by  whooping-cough. 

Since  September  2oth  no  death  has  occurred  from  the  disease, 
and  very  few  fresh  cases,  so  far  as  I can  judge,  have  arisen. 

In  view  of  the  seriousness  of  the  outbreak,  and  after  consultation 
with  my  colleagues,  I thought  it  desirable  to  recommend  the  School 
Board  Authorities  to  prolong  the  ordinary  Summer  holidays,  which 
extended  from  August  1st  to  20th,  for  a further  fortnight,  pointing 
out  to  them  the  difficulty  of  stamping  out  the  disease  while  so  many 
children  of  susceptible  age  were  segregated  together.  Without  any 
demur  they  acted  upon  my  suggestion,  with  the  happiest  results. 

To  summarize  I should  say  that  the  disease  began  suddenly  ; 
spread  very  rapidly ; attacked  a large  majority  of  children  of  school 
age,  and  subsided  on  prolonging  the  holidays  of  the  Board  School 
children  with  equal  suddenness. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  ROTHERA,  M.D.,  &c., 

“ M.O.H.  for  Beeston  Urban  District  Council.” 


Whooping  Cough,  though  not  so  prevalent  as  measles,  was  of 
a severe  type,  and  led  to  five  deaths. 


Phthisis  ok  Consumption. — This  disease  must  now  be  ranked 
amongst  the  contagious  diseases,  though,  whether  it  should  be  made 
notifiable  or  not,  is  still  open  to  dispute. 


Ever  since  the  cause  of  consumption  was  discovered  to  be 
tubercle  bacillus,  a microscopic  organism,  the  contagiousness  of  the 
disease  has  been  an  accepted  fact,  and  the  rational  treatment  based 
on  this  knowledge  has  led  to  a gradual  diminution  in  the  mortality, 
and  induces  us  to  hope  that  in  the  no  distant  future  we  may  be  still 
nioie  successful  in  our  efforts  to  cope  with  this  dread  disease. 
Gi anted  its  contagiousness,  it  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the 
contagion  lies  in  the  sputum,  or  spit  of  the  consumptive,  which, 
when  allowed  to  dry,  is  blown  about  as  dust,  still  containing  the 
germs,  or  bacilli,  in  an  active  condition,  ready  to  attack  anyone  they 
may  come  in  contact  with  who  is  predisposed  or  susceptible  to  the 
disease  It  is  very  necessary,  then,  that  consumptives  should  be 
scrupulously  careful  to  spit  either  into  pieces  ef  rag,  which  must  be 
immediately  burnt,  or  into  properly  constructed  spit-mugs,  contain- 
ing some  powerful  antiseptic,  such  as  carbolic  acid,  in  order  to  kill 
the  germs. 
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Another  interesting  fact  concerning  the  life  history  of  these 
germs  is  that  they  cannot  thrive  in  fresh  air  and  healthy  surround- 
ings, and,  for  this  reason,  the  comparatively  recent  method  of 
treatment  by  what  is  known  as  the  “ open  air  treatment”  has  come 
into  vogue.  Unfortunately  these  Sanitoria,  or  fresh  air  hospitals 
are  at  present  few  and  far  between,  and  afford  little  or  no  opportun- 
ity for  the  majority  of  consumptives  to  benefit  by  them,  but  in  a 
place  like  Beeston  there  is  plenty  of  fresh  air  if  only  the  people 
would  avail  themselves  of  it  by  the  simple  expedient  of  opening  their 
windows  day  and  night.  In  my  experience,  however,  this  is  far 
from  being  adopted,  possibly  on  the  principle  that  “ what  costs 
nothing  is  not  worth  having,”  and  I am  glad,  therefore,  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  explaining  how  valuable  a medicine  fresh  air  is,  and, 
conversely,  how  very  injurious  close  and  stuffy  rooms  may  become, 
particularly  to  those  afflicted  with  inherited  delicacy  of  the  lungs. 

Another  mode  of  entrance  into  the  system  of  these  consumptive 
germs  is  by  means  of  milk  given  from  cows  kept  in  too  close  confine- 
ment, and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  makes  it  more  than  ever 
desirable  that  all  milk,  especially  that  given  to  infants  and  young 
children,  should  be  boiled,  or  better  still,  sterilised  before  use.  I 
have  referred  to  this  necessity  of  boiling  milk  in  several  of  my 
previous  reports  when  dealing  with  the  subject  of  infantile  diarrhoea. 

In  case  of  death  from  consumption  it  is  very  necessary  to  adopt 
the  same  precautions  as  after  other  contagious  diseases,  viz.,  to 
disinfect  the  room,  scrape  and  repaper  the  walls,  and  to  burn  all 
clothing  that  cannot  be  boiled  or  in  any  other  way  purified. 

I have  referred  in  my  previous  reports  to  the  efficiency  with 
which  our  sewage  farm  does  its  work,  and  I would  again  wish  to  say 
that  at  present  it  is  amply  large  enough  to  deal  with  the  quantity  of 
liquid  sewage  it  is  called  upon  to  meet. 

Our  new  surveyor,  Mr.  W.  H.  Flood,  tells  me  that  the  total 
cost  of  working  it,  wages,  rent,  gas  for  driving  the  pumping  engine, 
horse  hire,  &c.,  is  approximately  £486  13s.  3d.,  from  which  must  be 
deducted  the  value  of  produce  grown  thereon  and  sold  in  the  autumn, 
amounting  to  £295. 

In  addition  to  the  liquid  sewage  much  work  is  thrown  upon 
your  Council’s  staff  by  the  emptying,  cleaning,  and  returning  of 
1932  tubs  per  week,  or  a total  of  100,469  for  the  year.  This  enor- 
mous piece  of  work  costs  your  Council  £664  7s.  0d.,  made  up  as 
follows  : — Cost  of  collecting  tubs,  washing,  &c.,  £464  12s.  Od. ; horse 
keep,  £78 ; disinfectants,  £50 ; new  tubs  and  repairs,  £50 ; 
repairs  to  drays  and  harness,  £10  ; new  brooms,  &c.,  £1  10s.  Od.  ; 
oil,  £10  5s.  Od.  This  work  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10 
p m.  and  6 a.m.,  and  is  on  the  whole  efficiently  done,  though  a 
few  complaints  are  made  from  time  to  time. 
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Much  of  this  work  and  great  expense  might  be  avoided,  or,  at 
any  rate,  be  prevented  from  becoming  greater,  by  making  it  compul- 
sory for  all  new  buildings  to  have  a water-closet  either  inside  or  out- 
side the  house.  This,  I understand,  is  being  done  in  other  towns 
similar  to  Beeston,  and  applies  more  particularly  to  the  class  of  villa 
residences  now  being  built  in  considerable  number  in  the  Imperial 
Park  and  Bellevue  Estates. 

In  addition  to  all  this  tub  work,  116  ashpits  have  been  emptied, 
giving  a total  of  290  loads. 

I might  here  remark  that  after  careful  enquiry  I regret  to  find 
there  are  no  less  than  81  combined  ashpits  and  closets  still  existing 
in  Beeston.  You  may  remember  that  three  years  ago  we  had  a large 
number  of  these  middens  converted  into  tub  closets,  and  I think  it 
high  time  that  the  remainder  of  these  mediaeval  arrangements  should 
be  attended  to  and  brought  into  line  with  our  present  notions  of 
sanitation. 

With  regard  to  the  remarks  I made  in  my  last  report  as  to  the 
desirability  of  providing  a destructor  to  burn  up  all  this  material,  I 
learn  that  a two-cellecl  destructor  would  require  a minimum  of  forty 
tons  a week  of  ash  to  keep  it  going.  This  at  present  we  cannot 
provide,  so  must  defer  the  scheme  for  the  time  being,  though  I still 
maintain  that  removal  of  so  much  filth  by  fire  is  the  only  rational 
and  sanitary  method  of  dealing  with  it. 


During  the  hot  summer  months  the  sewers  were  frequently 
flushed,  and  the  roads  watered  with  disinfectants  with  manifest 
advantage. 

Complaints  are  still  made  as  to  the  smells  arising  from  the 
manholes  and  grates  in  the  streets.  While  this,  unfortunately,  is 
unavoidable,  I would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that,  unpleasant 
though  they  may  be,  there  is  little  or  no  danger  of  any  diseases 
such  as  typhoid  fever  being  contracted  from  this  cause. 

. During  the  year  I have  exercised  a general  supervision  over  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  parish,  and  have  been  constantly  associ- 
ated with  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  abatement  and  removal  of 
sanitary  defects  and  nuisances.  Together  we  have  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year  inspected  all  the  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses, 
cow-sheds,  and  piggeries,  with  results  that  leave  but  little  to  be 
desired.  Details  of  these,  as  well  as  visits  paid  in  consequence  of 
not1  heat  unis  of  infectious  diseases,  will  be  found  in  the  Medical 
Officer  s Report  Book. 

Although  much  has  been  done  in  the  past  to  make  our  town  the 
vea  ly  an  attractive  place  it  is,  we  must  not  relax  our  efforts  in 
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the  future.  In  a growing  district  a large  amount  of  responsibility 
devolves  upon  the  sanitary  authority  and  its  officers,  and  I have  no 
doubt  these  duties  will  be  undertaken,  and  efficiently  carried  out  by 
all  concerned,  with  the  same  zeal  and  success  as  they  have  been 
heretofore. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  one  and  all  for  your  unvarying  consideration  and 
courtesy  ; and  to  our  snrveyor,  Mr.  Flood,  my  thanks  are  especially 
due  for  valued  assistance  and  much  information  which  I have 
received  from  him  since  his  appointment  in  August  last. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Youts  faithfully, 


FRANK  ROTIiERA,  M.D. 
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TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1901  and 

Previous  Years. 

Name  of  Diatrict,  BEESTON,  (Notts.) 


Year. 

1 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

2 

Births. 

Total  Death 

IN  THE 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

s Registered 
District. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
registered. 

Number 

Rate. 

1893 

7,600 

221 

29-1 

39 

176-4 

108 

14-2 

1894 

8,000 

244 

30-5 

20 

81-9 

100 

12-5 

1895 

8,250 

245 

29-6 

41 

167- 

113 

13-6 

1896 

9,000 

259 

28-7 

31 

119- 

113 

12- 

1897 

9,750 

293 

30- 

36 

122-8 

108 

11* 

1898 

10,065 

280 

28-8 

48 

171-4 

119 

11-8 

1899 

10,000 

256 

25-6 

34 

132-8 

133 

13-3 

1900 

10,185 

243 

23  8 

23 

94-6 

99 

9-7 

V tol  tb^0S 

for  years 

1893—1900 

9,106 

255 

28-2 

34 

133-1 

111-5 

12-2 

1901 

8,950 

278 

31- 

38 

136- 

118 

13-1 

Area  of  District  m acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water,)  1 ,586 
Total  Population  at  all  ages,  8,950.  ' 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,978.  [ At  Census  of  1901 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5.  ; 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1901  and 

previous  years. 

Name  of  District,  BEESTON,  (Notts.) 


Names  of 
Localities. 

1.— BEESTON. 

Year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Cl. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1893 

7,600 

221 

108 

39 

1894 

8,000 

244 

100 

20 

1895 

8,250 

245 

113 

41 

1896 

9,000 

259 

113 

31 

1897 

9,750 

293 

108 

36 

1898 

10,065 

280 

119 

48 

1899 

10,000 

256 

133 

34 

1900 

10,185 

243 

99 

23 

Averages  of  i 
Years  1893  > 

9,106 

■ 255 

111-5 

34 

to  1900.  1 

1901 

8,950 

278 

118 

38 

1G 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infections  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Name  of  District,  BEESTON,  (Notts.) 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

CASES  NOTIFIED 

IN  WHOLE 

DISTHI^T. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

J nder 

1 

1 to  5 

3 to  15 

L5  to25 

25  to65 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Small-pox 

0 

Cholera 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Membranous  croup  ... 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

10 

1 

4 

3 

2 

Tyyhus  fever 

0 

| Enteric  fever 

6 

2 

4 

Relapsing  fever 

0 

Continued  fever 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Plague 

0 

Totals 

21 

4 

5 

5 

7 

, 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1901. 

Name  of  District,  BEESTON,  (Notts.) 


Deaths 

in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Causes  op  Death. 

All 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

ages. 

1 year. 

5 

15 

25 

65 

wards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 ! 

7 

8 

Small-pox 

0 

12 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

16 

3 

1 

Whooping-cough 

5 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

1 

1 

branous  croup 

Croup  . . 

/ Typhus 

Fever  > Enteric  . . 

1 

1 

) Other  continued  . 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera 

1 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ( See  notes  at 

1 

1 

back) 

• 

Enteritis  (See  notes  at 

8 

7 

1 

back) 

Puerperal  fever  . . 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

6 

1 

5 

Other  tubercular  diseases. . 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisv 

G 

5 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Kes- 

1 

i 

piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

Venereal  diseases 

4 

4 

Premature  birth 

7 

7 

Diseases  and  accidents 

3 

3 

of  parturition 

3 

9 

Heart  diseases  . . 

5 

1 

Accidents 

4 

1 

2 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Senile  decav 

7 

i 

Debility  from  birth 

4 

4 

11 

All  other  causes  . . 

21 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

All  causes 

118 

38 

19 

6 

2 

32 

21 

18 


Notes. — 

(a)  In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “ Residents’’  occurring  in  public  institutions, 
whether  within  or  without  the  district,  are  to  be  included 
with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns  for  the  several  age  groups  (columns 
2-8).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included  among  the  deaths 
in  their  respective  “ Localities  ” according  to  the  previous  addresses  of 
the  deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “ Non-residents  ” 
occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  are  in  like  manner  to  be 
excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15  of  this  Table. 


(6)  See  notes  on  Table  I,  as  to  meaning  of  “ Residents  ” and  “ Non-Residents,’7 
and  as  to  the  “ Public  Institutions  ” to  be  taken  into  account  for  the 
purposes  of  these  Tables.  The  ' Localities’’  should  be  the  same  as 
those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 


(c)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district, 

whether  of  “ Residents  ” or  of  “ Non-residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being 
dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to  be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  this  Table. 
The  total  number  in  this  column  should  equal  the  figures  for  the  year 
in  column  9,  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “ Localities  ” in  columns  9-15  of  this  Table 

should  equal  those  for  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II.,  sub- 
columns  e.  The  total  deaths  at  all  ages  in  column  2 of  this  Table 
should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the  figures  for  the  year 
in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “ Diarrhoea  ” are  to  be  included  deaths  certified  as 

from  diarrhoea,  alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill- 
defined  nature ; and  also  deaths  certified  as  from 
Epidemic  enteritis? ; 

Zymotic  enteritis ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea. 

Dysentry  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras 
(in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 

Under  the  heading  of  “ Enteritis  ” are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from 
( i astro-enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from 
information  obtained  by  enquiry  from  the  certifying  practiouer  or 
otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have  reason  for 
including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the  specific 
term  “ Diarrhoea.” 


Deaths  fiom  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should 
be  included  under  the  latter. 


recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II..  III.,  and 
IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 

FRANK  ROTIIERA,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

Dale,  February  1st,  1 90^. 
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THE  WEATHER  OF  1901. 


Summary  of  Observations 

— at  — 

BEESTON  FIELDS,  NOTTINGHAM. 

20G  feet  above  sea  level. 


TEMPERATURE. 

RAINFALL. 

r* 

5 

<D 

k— 1 

Above  or 
below 
mean. 

Total 

fall 

Above  or 
below 
Average. 

No.  of 

days  on 
which 
rain  fell. 

Most  in 

24 

hours. 

January 

36  9 

••) 

1-53 

— -55 

17 

•33 

19th. 

February 

35-7 

—2.9 

1-30 

- -52 

15 

•34 

26th. 

March  ... 

39  0 

—2- 

2-20 

+ *59 

17 

•44 

19th. 

April  ... 

47-9 

+ 1.8 

1-45 

— -22 

15 

•24 

8th. 

May 

53-5 

+ 1-6 

■93 

—1-21 

10 

•33 

8th. 

June 

57-4 

—1-1 

1.76 

— -46 

12 

•62 

30th. 

July  ... 

65-3 

+ 4-3 

3-50 

+ -98 

9 

1-53 

24th. 

August  . 

61-5 

+ 1-5 

1-20 

—1-28 

12 

•31 

14th. 

September 

57.2 

+ 1-2 

1-05 

— -95 

9 

•32 

16th. 

October... 

48-5 

+ -8 

1-67 

—1-16 

16 

•39 

24th. 

November 

39-2 

—4-1 

1-77 

— -39 

12 

•88 

11th. 

December 

36.7 

— 1-5 

5-76 

+ 3-34 

19 

1-93 

12th. 

Average 

48-2 

24-12 

163 

Mean  of  20 

years 

48-3 

25-95 

177 

TEMPERATURE. 

The  Maximum  in  screen  at  4 feet  occurred  on  19th  July,  88-4 
The  Minimum  „ „ „ 20th  Dec.  10- 

The  number  of  readings  below  32  at  4 feet  were  80 


RAINFALL. 

There  were  2 falls  of  over  an  inch  during  24  hours,  viz,  : 
24th  July,  and  12th  December,  the  latter  being  snow. 

The  deficiency  in  the  year’s  rainfall  at  the  end  of  November 
amounted  to  5*17  inches,  but  the  large  fall  during  December 
reduced  this  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  the  total  fall  for 
the  year  to  be  only  1-83  inches  below  the  average. 

Geokge  Fellows 


SANITARY  LAWS 

OF  THE 

BEESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


CAUTION. 


Occupiers  of  tenements  are  cautioned  against  throwing  Chamber 
or  other  slops  into  Pails,  Privies,  or  Ashpits,  whereby  a nuisance  is 
created,  and  great  difficulty  caused  to  the  men  employed  by  the 
Council  in  its  removal. 

All  slops  should  be  emptied  into  Sewer  Orates  in  the  yard,  and 
immediately  afterwards  the  grates  Hushed  with  water  to  prevent 
offensive  smells  arising  therefrom. 

All  other  refuse,  such  as  waste  paper,  straw,  vegetable  refuse, 
and  pieces  of  stick  should  be  burnt,  and  all  old  tins,  wire,  broken 
pots  and  glass,  and  the  like,  should  be  put  on  one  side  for  the 

Refuse  Removal  Cart,  which  calls  round  on  the  first  Friday 
in  each  month. 

Every  person  who  throws  or  lays  any  dirt,  litter,  ashes,  or  night- 
soil,  or  any  carrion,  fish,  offal,  or  rubbish  on  any  street,  or  causes  any 
offensive  matter  to  run  from  any  Brewery,  Manufactory,  Butcher’s 
shop,  Slaughter-house,  or  Dunghill,  into  any  street  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  Forty  Shillings. 

Provided  always  that  any  person  may  lay  sand  or  other  materials 
in  any  street  in  time  of  frost  to  prevent  accidents,  or  litter  or  other 
suitable  materials  to  prevent  the  freezing  of  water  in  pipes,  or  in  case 
of  sickness  to  prevent  noise,  if  the  person  laying  such  things  causes 
them  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  occasion  for  them  ceases. 


CHAS.  STROUD, 

Clerk. 


